Procedure San Bernardino County Probation Department

6 2 9 MANUAL

Searches in Booking, Detention, and Treatment
Facilities (Title 15, Section 1360)

Effective Date: 8/18/2025

Revised Date: 8/18/2025

Issuing Authority:
Chief Probation Officer

629.1 PURPOSE:
To establish guidelines for searches in Juvenile Detention and Assessment Centers (JDACs) and
Treatment Facilities (TFs).

629.2 DEFINITIONS:
Body Scan: An X-ray imaging of the whole body, used to detect concealed weapons and
contraband hidden under clothing, on, or inside the body of a person.

Pat-down Search: Using one's hands to pat-down the outer garments of an individual to detect
any concealed contraband or weapons.

Strip Search: A search that requires a youth to remove or arrange some or all of their clothing to
permit a visual inspection of the underclothing, breasts, buttocks, or genitalia. Strip searches may
include a visual body cavity search.

Visual Body Cavity Search: A search that includes a visual inspection of a body cavity of a youth.

Physical Body Cavity Search: A search that includes a physical intrusion into a body cavity for
the purpose of discovering any object concealed in the body cavity. Body cavity means the
stomach, rectal cavity, and the vagina of a person.

Contraband: Any object, writing, or substance that would constitute a crime under the laws of the
State of California, pose a danger within a juvenile facility, or would interfere with the orderly day-
to-day operation of a juvenile facility. Contraband also includes any item defined as such by the
Facility Superintendent or Designee.

629.3 GUIDELINES:

A.  Cross-gender pat-down, strip, and visual body cavity searches are prohibited exceptin
exigent circumstances or when conducted by a medical professional. Such searches
must be justified and documented in writing.

B.  Strip searches and visual or physical body cavity searches shall comply with Penal
Code Sections 4030 and 4031 and consider the least invasive means possible.

Copyright Lexipol, LLC 2025/08/18, All Rights Reserved. Searches in Booking, Detention, and

Published with permission by San Bernardino County . . .
Probation Department Treatment Facilities (Title 15, Section 1360) - 1



San Bernardino County Probation Department
MANUAL

Searches in Booking, Detention, and Treatment Facilities (Title 15, Section 1360)

C. Property or objects capable of concealing or carrying contraband into the facility are
subject to image scanning. Scans on persons other than in-custody youth must be
Facility Superintendent or Designee approved.

D. Radiation exposure from body scans shall comply with federal, state, and
manufacturer requirements to maintain facility safety and security. Refer to the
manufacturer manual and/or Department training for operational use, safety risks, and
maintenance.

629.4 RESPONSIBILITIES:
l. Sworn Staff:

A.

Conduct body scans and searches in a manner that preserves the privacy
and dignity of the person being searched. Searches shall not be done for
harassment, as a form of discipline, or punishment.

Do not conduct physical searches or body scans of any youth for the purpose of
determining their anatomical sex. Ask the youth if they identify as male or female
in a non-judgmental manner and refer to the LGBTQI and GNC Youth in JDACs
and TFs procedure when applicable prior to searching.

When searching religious clothing or headwear, refer to the Religious Program
procedure.

Conduct all body scans and searches pursuant to training guidelines.

Conduct a visual, pat down, metal detector search, and/or a body scan of all
youth and any clothing/property entering into any JDAC or TF facility.

Staff conducting body scans or strip and visual body cavity searches shall be of
the same sex as the youth being scanned or searched, except when conducted
by physicians or licensed medical personnel. Refer to the LGBTQI and GNC
Youth in JDACs and TFs procedure when applicable.

Ensure all property is logged and the youth is given a property receipt.
Facility/Room and Property Searches:

1. Randomly select and search one (1) room per shift per staff during first
and second shifts. Selected areas (E.g. dayroom, laundry room, showers,
holding cells, etc.) of the facility shall be searched during third shift.

2. Staff on ITW/SOS3 detail shall not conduct/participate in the room
searches.

3. Document room searches in Caseload Explorer (CE) as a Room Search
Log.

Body Scans:
1. Only trained staff shall operate body scan imaging equipment.

2. Conduct all scans with a minimum of two (2) sworn staff.
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Ensure pregnant youth and individuals with certain medical conditions are
not scanned, based on training guidelines. May refer to Medical Services
as needed.

Allow youth to identify and surrender detected contraband. Consult with
the area Probation Corrections Supervisor I/Il (PCSI/II) and Medical
Services as needed to identify any health/safety risks.

Notify a PCSI/Il of contraband detected in a body cavity and any
uncooperative or combative behavior and document it in the youth's CE
file as a Behavior Note including the supervisor notified.

Perform a rescan on youth following the surrender or recovery of any
contraband.

Complete IRs as directed and submit per the Incident Reports procedure.
Refer to applicable Department procedures (E.g. Handling of Contraband
and Evidence, Evidence Process and Property Handling, etc.).

Document attempted, completed, and exempt body scan details (E.g.
pregnant, health condition, etc.) in the youth's CE file as a Body Scan Log.
Include staff present, the scan ID number, scan status, and any relevant
comments.

Custody of new intakes will only be accepted once a youth is cleared of
contraband.

Strip and Visual Body Cavity Searches:

1.

Notify a PCSI/II of any circumstances requiring a strip or visual body cavity
search, prior to the search, and document it in the youth's CE file as a
Behavior Note including the supervisor notified.

Searches are permitted on post-detention hearing youth and adjudicated
youth with prior written approval of a supervisor.

Searches may be permitted on pre-detention hearing youth detained in
custody if there is reasonable suspicion based on specific and articulable
facts to believe the youth is concealing a weapon or contraband and a strip
search will result in the discovery of the weapon or contraband.

Complete the Strip Search/Body Cavity Search Authorization Form
(located in ProbTools) and submit it to the PCSI/II for written approval.

Ensure searches are conducted in a private area away from the view
of nonparticipants and the Closed-Circuit Television Security System film
footage area.

Ensure a visual inspection is conducted only. Do not touch the breasts,
buttocks, or genitalia of the person being searched.

Audio record all strip and visual body cavity searches.

Copyright Lexipol, LLC 2025/08/18, All Rights Reserved.
Published with permission by San Bernardino County

Probation Department

Searches in Booking, Detention, and
Treatment Facilities (Title 15, Section 1360) - 3



San Bernardino County Probation Department
MANUAL

Searches in Booking, Detention, and Treatment Facilities (Title 15, Section 1360)

8.  Complete an IR for all searches per the Incident Reports procedure. Refer
to applicable Department procedures (E.g. Handling of Contraband and
Evidence, Evidence Process and Property Handling, etc.).

9.  Document the search in the institution's CE file as an Incident Log.
Physical Body Cavity Searches:

1. Notify a PCSI/II of circumstances requiring a physical body cavity search
and document it in the youth's CE file as a Behavior Note including the
supervisor notified.

2. Searches shall not be conducted by any Probation staff, except for
qualified Medical Services personnel only as a means of life preservation.
A search warrant must be issued by a magistrate specifically authorizing
the search.

3. Complete a Strip Search/Body Cavity Search Authorization Form and
submit it to the PCSI/II for review.

Conduct a metal detector search and visual inspection of all public/visitors and
property including, but not limited to any purse, backpack, briefcase, bag, or
object capable of carrying contraband into the JDAC or TF. Deny entry for
anyone refusing such search or visual inspection.

I1. Probation Corrections Supervisor /1l (PCSI/II):

A.
B.

Ensure all staff comply with this procedure.

Respond to youth identified as transgender or intersex per the LGBTQI and GNC
Youth in JDACs and TFs procedure.

Review and forward the Strip Search/Body Cavity Search Authorization Forms
to the WC/TFS for approval as appropriate.

Ensure staff conducting a body scan or present during a strip and visual body
cavity search are of the same sex as the person being scanned or searched,
except when conducted by a physician or licensed medical personnel. Refer to
the LGBTQI and GNC Youth in JDACs and TFs procedure when applicable.

Ensure staff complete IRs as directed, complete the CE — IR Incident Summary
including the name of the approving WC/TFS or Facility Superintendent/
Designee for any strip or body cavity search, and forward IRs to the WC/TFS.

Review unit Room Search Logs once per day on third shift to ensure staff
conduct facility/room and property searches as required. Document each log
reviewed in CE as a Facility Rounds Log.

Body Scans:

1. Respond to incidents of contraband detected in a body cavity, contraband
surrendered, and when a youth is combative or uncooperative.

2.  Collaborate with Medical Services and sworn staff as needed to identify
safety risks of contraband surrender.
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H.

Be present for all strip and visual body cavity searches.

For physical body cavity searches, consult with the WC/TFS for further action.

I, Watch Commander (WC)/Treatment Facility Supervisor (TFS):

A.

Review Strip Search/Body Cavity Search Authorization Forms as appropriate
prior to a search being conducted.

Maintain and update the WC/TFC Search Binder with original authorization
forms for strip, visual, and physical body cavity searches.

Place copies of signed Strip Search/Body Cavity Search Authorization Forms,
IRs, search warrants, and medical reports/search results, as applicable, in the
youth's facility file and medical file.

Authorize body scans on persons other than in-custody youths as deemed
necessary.

Strip and Visual Body Cavity Searches:
1.  Approve searches and ensure they are withessed by a PCSI/II.

2. Review all IRs received and forward to the Facility Superintendent or
Designee.

Physical Body Cavity Searches:

1. Consult with the PCSI/Il and Facility Superintendent or Designee for
further action.

2. Refer the youth to a medical professional licensed to practice in this state
and ensure transportation is arranged.

IV. Facility Superintendent or Designee:

A.
B.

C.

Review all IRs relevant to strip and visual body cavity searches.
Physical Body Cavity Searches:
1. Confer with the WC/TFS and approve requests as appropriate.

2. Upon approval, notify the Intake Unit Supervising Probation Officer (SPO)
of a search warrant request.

3. Upon receipt of a search warrant, direct the WC/TFS to refer the youth to
a licensed medical professional.

4. Ensure searches are conducted by non-probation medical professionals
after a search warrant has been authorized by a magistrate. Qualified
Medical Services may participate in any exigent and/or life-threatening
incident.

Submit a monthly report containing the number, frequency, and location of strip/
body cavity searches to the Deputy Chief Probation Officer (DCPO).

V. Intake Supervising Probation Officer (SPO):

Copyright Lexipol, LLC 2025/08/18, All Rights Reserved. Searches in Booking, Detention, and
Published with permission by San Bernardino County Treatment Facilities (Title 15. Section 1360) -5

Probation Department



San Bernardino County Probation Department
MANUAL

Searches in Booking, Detention, and Treatment Facilities (Title 15, Section 1360)

Review requests for physical body cavity searches to ensure sufficient cause to
support a search warrant exist.

Assign the warrant for completion, review, and approve before submitting it to
a magistrate.

Notify the Facility Superintendent or Designee of the receipt of a signed search
warrant and document it in the youth's CE file as a Behavior Note including the
Facility Superintendent or Designee notified.

VI. Probation Officer(PO):

A.

Complete the search warrant (located in ProbTools) as directed by the SPO.

VII. Medical Services:

A. Respond to suspected pregnant youth and youth with potential medical
conditions to confirm status. May consult with sworn staff to identify potential
safety risk of a body scan.

B. Identify potential safety risks of youth surrendering detected contraband and
consult with the area PCSI/Il and staff.

C. May be present for strip or visual body cavity searches and participate in
aspects of physical body cavity searches as a means of exigency and/or life
preservation.
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