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5585 Evaluation (Title 15, Section 1437 & 1437.5)

700.1 PURPOSE:
To establish guidelines regarding 5585 evaluations for detained youth in Juvenile Detention and

Assessment Centers (JDACs) and Treatment Facilities (TFs).

Youth who appear to be a danger to themselves or others, or to be gravely disabled due to a
mental health condition shall be evaluated either pursuant to applicable statute or by on-site health
personnel to determine if treatment can be initiated at the juvenile facility. There shall be provision
for timely referral, transportation, and admission to licensed mental health facilities and follow-up
for youth whose psychiatric needs exceed the treatment capability of the facility.

700.2 DEFINITIONS:
Lanterman-Petris-Short Act (LPS) of 1967: LPS concerns the involuntary civil commitment of
individuals for psychiatric treatment in California. An LPS facility is specifically designated to
receive 5585 patients.

Medical Clearance: A clinical assessment of the youth's physical and mental status from a medical
provider at a hospital emergency room.

Mental Health Emergency: A youth who as a result of a mental disorder, is a danger to self, danger
to others, or is unable to perform the elements of life that are essential to health, safety, and
development, including food, clothing, and shelter, even though provided to youth by others.

Mental Health Facility: A health care facility dealing with the promotion and improvement of mental
health and treatment of mental iliness.

Suicide Observation Status Level 3 (SOS 3): An immediate and critical level of observation based
on suicidal threats and suicide attempts. Youth receive constant one-on-one visual observation
and supervision by Probation staff or by Forensic Adolescent Services Team (FAST) staff during
a FAST consultation.

Welfare & Institutions Code Section 5150: When a person, as a result of a mental disorder, is a
danger to others, or himself or herself, or gravely disabled, a peace officer, professional person in
charge of a facility designated by the county for evaluation and treatment, member of the attending
staff, as defined by regulation, of a facility designated by the county for evaluation and treatment,
designated members of a mobile crisis team, or a professional person designated by the county
may, upon probable cause, take, or cause to be taken, the person into custody for a period of up
to 72 hours for assessment, evaluation, and crisis intervention, or placement for evaluation and
treatment in a facility designated by the county for evaluation and treatment and approved by the
State Department of Health Care Services.

Welfare & Institutions Code Section 5585: The Children's Civil Commitment and Mental Health
Treatment Act of 1988. (Mental Health Emergency)
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Welfare & Institutions Code Section 5585.50: When any minor, as a result of mental disorder,
is a danger to others, or himself or herself, or gravely disabled and authorization for voluntary
treatment is not available, a peace officer, member of the attending staff, as defined by regulation,
of an evaluation facility designated by the county, or other professional person designated by the
county may, upon probable cause, take, or cause to be taken, the minor into custody and place him
or her in a facility designated by the county and approved by the State Department of Health Care
Services as a facility for 72-hour treatment and evaluation of minors. The facility shall make every
effort to notify the minor's parent or legal guardian as soon as possible after the minor is detained.

700.3 GUIDELINES:

A.

When a youth is admitted into a hospital and then determined to require a transfer
to another hospital, the transport may be done by ambulance, the probation officer,
or the Transportation Unit. This would apply to medical transfers from one hospital
to another.

When a youth is admitted into a hospital and then determined to require a transfer to
an out-of-county psychiatric facility, the Court must approve the youth being placed
out of the county. Transport may be done by ambulance, the probation officer, or the
Transportation Unit.

If a youth is medically cleared, but a bed cannot be located, the youth shall be returned
to the JDAC or TF and placed on an ITW or SOS 3. However, if the youth is placed on
a 5585 hold by Arrowhead Regional Medical Center (ARMC) ER, and an LPS facility
has not accepted the youth, the youth must remain at ARMC ER until FAST locates
a bed or the hold is discontinued.

A designated DBH psychiatrist will provide medication support services when
applicable and the FAST Clinical Supervisor or designee will meet with the youth daily
while on 5585 hold at the ER.

700.4 RESPONSIBILITIES:

Probation Corrections Officer (PCO):

A. Notify FAST, Medical Services, and the area Supervisor immediately when a
youth is experiencing a mental health emergency.

B. Maintain constant visual observation of the youth until relieved of duty.

Maintain the appropriate "Safety Check Log" and Caseload Explorer (CE)
documentation. Refer to the Suicide Prevention Program and/or Individualized
Treatment Watch procedures when applicable.

Probation Corrections Supervisor | (PCSI):

A. Ensure FAST, Medical Services, and the Watch Commander (WC)/Treatment
Facility Supervisor (TFS) are notified when a youth is experiencing a mental
health emergency.
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B. Inform the Watch Commander (WC)/Treatment Facility Supervisor (TFS) of the
youth's ongoing status.

C. Contact the Transportation Unit to initiate a transport to the Emergency Room
(ER), when applicable.

I, Watch Commander (WC)/Treatment Facility Supervisor (TFS):

A. Ensure FAST, medical staff, and the Transportation Unit are notified of pertinent
information.

B. Collaborate with FAST and medical staff to complete the 5585 Evaluation
Checkilist.

C. Collaborate with FAST to complete the Probation 5585 Contact List to send with
the transporting officers.

D. Inan emergency, if a FAST clinician is unavailable, contact a Probation Officer
who is certified to perform 5585 evaluations (a list of 5585 Certified Probation
Officers is located in ProbTools).

E. Adhere to the Required Notifications of a Detained Youth's Emergency
Transportation and Hospital/Psychiatric Facility Admittance (Non-Death)
procedure.

IV. Medical Services:

A. Determine the need for medical clearance before admittance to a 5585 facility.
B. Refer the youth to an onsite physician when needed.

C. Communicate the need to transport the youth to the ER with the WC/TFS and
complete the appropriate referrals.

D. Collaborate with the WC/TFS and FAST to complete the 5585 Evaluation
Checklist (the checklist is located in ProbTools).

E. Shall contact the ER to obtain the ongoing status of the youth, when applicable.

F. Adhere to the Required Notifications of a Detained Youth's Emergency
Transportation and Hospital/Psychiatric Facility Admittance (Non-Death)
procedure.

V. Forensic Adolescent Services Team (FAST):

A. Notify the WC/TFS when a youth is experiencing a mental health emergency,
which warrants a 5585 evaluation.

B. Licensed FAST clinicians shall perform the 5585 evaluations for youth detained
in JDACs and TFs. If they are unavailable, a 5585 Certified Probation Officer
may perform the evaluation.

C. Contact medical staff to determine the need for medical clearance.

1. If medical clearance is required, obtain updates from nursing staff until the
youth is cleared.
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D. Start a preliminary Application For Up To 72-hour Assessment, Evaluation, and
Crisis Intervention or Placement for Evaluation and Treatment Form but do not
sign or date until an LPS bed is located (the form is located in ProbTools).

E. Contact all San Bernardino County LPS facilities for bed availability.

1. If a bed is not available:

(@)
(b)

Place the youth on the waiting list and check bed availability daily.
Place the youth on SOS 3 or ITW and assess daily.

2. When a bed becomes available:

(@)
(b)

(©)

(d)

(e)

]
()]
(h)

(i)

Provide the WC/TFS with the location to initiate transportation.

Complete the Application for Up To 72-hour Assessment,
Evaluation, and Crisis Intervention or Placement for Evaluation and
Treatment Form.

Collaborate with the WC to complete the 5585 Contact List
and select the appropriate facility. (The contact list is located in
ProbTools)

Complete the required section of the 5585 Evaluation Checklist.

Fax the documents obtained from the WC/TFS, medical staff, and
FAST as a packet to the LPS facility.

Turn on the 5585 flag in the Electronic Health Record (EHR).
Remove the youth from SOS and place on SOS History.

Provide the original documents faxed to the LPS hospital to the WC
and/or Transportation Unit in a sealed envelope.

Document and import all documents into the EHR.

3. If an LPS facility is available out of county:

(@)

(b)

(©)

Contact the youth's attorney for a Special Hearing to request an out-
of-county LPS placement.

Contact a 5585 Certified Probation Officer for assistance in
completing the Application for Up To 72-hour Assessment,
Evaluation, and Crisis Intervention, or Placement for Evaluation and
Treatment Form. Only the Probation Officer may sign the documents
for out-of-county LPS facility placement.

Complete section E (2) (c-g) and have the Certified 5585 Probation
Officer sign the documents.

F.  After the youth is admitted to the LPS hospital:

1. Obtain the identification number for the youth.

2.  Contact the LPS hospital daily.
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(@) Contact the Adolescent Unit nurse and social worker to obtain the
ongoing status of the youth.

(b) Send Release of Protected Health Information (PHI) to the LPS
hospital via fax and/or electronic message.

(c) Mental Health Clinic Supervisor/Clinical Therapist Il shall update the
FAST LPS Database.

(d) Document the findings in the EHR.
G. When the youth receives a discharge date:
1. Only a psychiatrist may discharge a 5585 youth to return to a JDAC or TF.

2. Notify the WC of the intended date and assist with coordinating the pick-
up time.

3. Notify the LPS hospital of the agreed date and time of discharge.
H.  When the youth returns to the facility:
1. Place the youth on SOS I.

2. Review the hospital's aftercare plan to ensure proper implementation of
the discharge orders and arrange appropriate follow-up.

3. Schedule the youth for the next available appointment to meet with a
psychiatrist.

l. Adhere to the Required Notifications of a Detained Youth's Emergency
Transportation and Hospital/Psychiatric Facility Admittance (Non-Death)
procedure.

VI. Transportation Unit:

A. Confer with FAST, medical staff, and the WC/TFS before transport as
necessary.

B.  Obtain all the necessary documents from the Intake Release Officer (IRO), WC/
TFS, FAST, and medical staff.

C. Ensure all pertinent information and medications accompany the youth.

D. Search the youth and use the least restrictive mechanical restraints to safely
transport pursuant to WIC 210.6.

E. When placed in the vehicle, ensure the youth is properly and safely secured in
the vehicle; load the audio recorder and begin the digital in-vehicle recording
system during transport.

F.  Upon arrival at the receiving facility, submit the youth's medical paperwork and
the Probation 5585 Contact List.
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